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  Washington, D.C.— Janus Youth Programs' Street Outreach project will receive a   $100,000
grant each year for the next three years from the Department of Human   Services Office for
Children and Families (OCF), Congressman Earl Blumenauer   (D-Ore) announced today.
Blumenauer, a longtime supporter of Janus Youth   Programs, advocated for the Yellow Brick
Road Street Outreach program to receive   this grant.   

  &quot;I am pleased that Janus Youth Programs' good work is being recognized by the   federal
government,&quot; said Blumenauer. &quot;This grant will enable them to continue   to help
more kids.&quot;   

  

  This is the fourth three year cycle Janus Youth Programs has received funding   from OCF to
serve homeless youth. The Street Outreach program grant will be used   to provide additional
funding to Yellow Brick Road, a program to help homeless,   street-dependent youth in the
Portland metropolitan area. With the additional   funds, Janus Youth Programs plans on hiring
two additional staff with experience   in mental health and alcohol/drug counseling to provide
street-based counseling   and intervention services to the most difficult to reach homeless
youth.   

  

  According to Kevin Donegan, Director for Homeless Youth Programs, many   homeless youth
are falling through the cracks despite efforts by volunteers who   canvass the downtown core
each night offering assistance to homeless   individuals. Specifically, Donegan explained that
many homeless youth are   camping in areas throughout the metropolitan area including under
bridges, parks   and abandoned buildings. With the addition of hiring two full-time professional  
mental health workers, he hopes that Street Outreach will be able to engage and   better serve
the most difficult to reach homeless youth.   

  

  &quot;We are very excited to have it renewed again, especially to fund this   component that
we haven't been able to reach before,&quot; Donegan said. &quot;There is a   big need in the
Portland metropolitan area to find people to help these youth   that have been unable to receive
assistance from other systems of care.&quot;   
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